
Literacy Partners Mentoring Activity


Mentors and students read Crash by Jerry Spinelli.  Partners share their thoughts about the book and complete discussion questions that have been prepared by teachers.  The teacher gives a small prize to the team(s) that accurately answers the most questions to encourage teamwork and relationship building.

Crash by Jerry Spinelli

Before you start:

Discuss the title of the book with your student.

“Crash” is both the title of the book and the name of the main character.  What kind of person would have the name “Crash”?  What kind of person would fit the name “Crash”?

Session #1

Chapters: 1-4  
Pages:  1-16

Page 4 –


What is Crash’s family like?


What is Penn’s family like?

Page 9 –


How does Crash treat Penn?


Why do you think that he does that?

Page 13 –


Talk about being a Quaker

· member of Friends Church

· long history of pacifism

Page 14 – 

The last sentence say, “I wanted to hate him, I wanted to stay mad, but I was having problems.”


What was Crash having problems with and why?

Page 16 – 


What was important about their hands being on the mailbox at the same time?
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