
May 20, 2006

J. Smith

ACME Works

1 Main Street

Corvallis, Oregon 97333

Dear Name:

E3: Employers for Education Excellence is a statewide organization committed to improving student achievement. Corvallis is one of twelve communities throughout the state selected to participate in E3’s community engagement program. Other communities participating in the program include Albany, Bend-La Pine, Eugene, Forest Grove, Hermiston, Hillsboro, Newberg, Portland, Redmond, Salem-Keizer, and Three Rivers. You may learn more about E3 and its programs by visiting E3’s website, www.E3oregon.org.

The Corvallis Literacy Partners project will focus on creating a reading mentoring program for middle school students.  The middle grades are a pivotal time in the development of literacy skills. It is in these years that schools shift their focus from learning to read to using reading to learn. Strong literacy skills in grades 6 through 8 pave the way for success in high school and beyond. While we’ve made great strides in elementary reading skills, these skills dropped dramatically in middle school and high school. Our mentoring effort will bring community support to the school district’s focus on improving adolescent reading.

We’d like to invite you to join the project Leadership Team to provide strategic direction to the effort. The Leadership Team will be composed of business, education and civic leaders who will work with the school district to champion and promote the program, to recruit employers as mentors and supporters, to assess the effectiveness of the program, and to develop a plan to sustain the effort in the future. 

We hope you’ll consider joining us in this opportunity to improve learning and achievement for the students of the Corvallis school district.  (Name) will call you next week to follow up and answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Dawn Tarzian



Julie Jones Manning

Project Co-chair                           


Project Co-chair


Corvallis School District Superintendent                   Samaritan Health Services
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