
Please join us at the Community Kick-off Forum 
for Eugene Literacy Partners

When: Tuesday, April 13, 2004 - 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Where: Mallard Hall, 725 W. 1st Ave., Eugene

	Community Forum Invitation

	Literacy Partners Goal:  Stronger readers, better learners – Improving the ability of our youth to use reading to learn.

Eugene Partnership for Student Success will bring together businesses, community organizations, parents, and Eugene school leaders to improve middle school literacy.

Co-Chairs:

Gary Pierpoint,

Umpqua Bank 

Sr. Vice President 

George Russell,

Eugene 4J Superintendent

A project of the Eugene School District 4J, the Eugene Chamber of Commerce, and E3: Employers for Education Excellence, with support from Umpqua Bank.
	Join us on Tuesday, April 13, as Eugene launches a community-wide effort to improve middle school students’ reading skills. 

Together we face a challenge.  In Eugene, about 90% of elementary students meet state reading standards. But by eighth grade and into high school the number of students meeting state reading benchmarks drops dramatically – to roughly 70%.

In elementary school, most students get off to a good start in reading.  But, in middle school, the job gets tougher.  Students shift from an emphasis on learning how to read, to one of using reading to learn.  Not only are students expected to read basic text, but they are also expected to interpret and analyze what they’ve read, and elaborate on the meaning of the text.  Some children fail to make this transition successfully.  As a result, less skilled readers begin to struggle in many subject areas.
As a community, we must work together to help these students improve their reading skills.  Please join us to learn what we can do together to ensure our kids are prepared for success in education and the workplace.

Kick off speakers include Dave Frohnmayer, University of Oregon; Jack Roberts, Lane Metro Partnership; Carmen Urbina, Centro Latino Americano; George Russell, Eugene School District; Gary Pierpoint, Umpqua Bank; and Dave Hauser, Eugene Chamber.

To register: 

Contact the Eugene Chamber of Commerce, 541.484.1314 or register on-line in the Chamber “events” section at www.eugenechamber.com.
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