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CALENDAR/NEWS BRIEF


March 16, 2004 – For Immediate Release 

Contact:
Barb Bellamy, Eugene School District 4J, 541-687-3980


Kyle Ritchey-Noll, E3, 503-595-7617

Eugene launches Literacy Partners on April 13 to improve middle school reading

Business and community partners join Eugene School District to boost middle school reading success.

On Tuesday, April 13, Eugene will launch a community-wide effort to improve middle school students’ reading skills – a critical step to prepare them for success in high school.

The Eugene Literacy Partners will hold a community kick-off forum from 4:30 to 6 p.m. April 13th at Mallard Hall, 725 W. 1st Avenue in Eugene.

Eugene is one of only six school districts in Oregon selected by E3: Employers for Education Excellence to participate in a local Partnership for Student Success program that builds community support for student achievement.

In Eugene, about 90% of elementary students meet state reading standards. But by eighth grade and into high school the number of students meeting state reading benchmarks drops dramatically – to roughly 70%.

As students enter middle school, the focus shifts from learning how to read, to one of using reading to learn new information, particularly from textbooks. Some students fail to make this transition. Although they may be able to read simple text, they cannot interpret and analyze what they’ve read. They can’t understand and learn from the literature they read in English class, their biology textbooks, or documents they read in history and social studies classes.  As a result, less skilled readers begin to struggle in many subject areas.

Reading skills are the foundation for high school success and lifelong learning. The partnership, co-chaired by Umpqua Bank Senior Vice President Gary Pierpoint and Eugene Superintendent George Russell, will bring together businesses, community organizations, parents, and Eugene school leaders to improve middle school literacy.
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