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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact:
Barb Bellamy, Eugene School District 4J, 541-687-3980

Kyle Ritchey-Noll, E3, 503-595-7617

Eugene launches Partnership for Student Success 

to improve middle school reading

Eugene one of only six districts in state selected by E3: Employers for Education Excellence

 for pilot program to build public support for academic achievement

Eugene, OR -- In Eugene, about 90% of elementary school students meet state reading standards. But by eighth grade and into high school the number drops dramatically – to roughly 70%.  That means almost a third of all students are likely to have difficulty learning in high school and potentially more limited career prospects.

On Tuesday, April 13, Eugene businesses and community partners will join the Eugene School District in the Partnership for Student Success, a community-wide effort to help middle school students gain the reading skills they need.

The partnership kicks off with a forum from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on April 13 at Mallard Hall. As many as 150 Eugene residents are expected to attend, representing businesses, civic organizations, parents, students and schools. 

On the agenda:

· University of Oregon President Dave Frohnmayer will address the critical importance of strong literacy skills for success in education and the workforce.

· George Russell, 4J Superintendent; and Morley Hegstrom, Roosevelt Middle School principal, will present the education perspective on this key challenge for the district.

· Carmen Urbina, Centro Latino Americano; and Jack Roberts, Lane Metro Partnership, will discuss ways the community can make a difference in boosting literacy skills

· A business perspective on the issue and potential strategies for business support will be presented by Dave Hauser, Eugene Chamber; and Gary Pierpoint, Umpqua Bank.

· The audience will be engaged in brainstorming on ways for the community to take action.

Eugene is one of only six school districts in Oregon selected by E3: Employers for Education Excellence for local Partnership for Student Success programs that build community support for student achievement.

The partnership’s Leadership Team, co-chaired by Umpqua Bank senior vice president Gary Pierpoint and Eugene Superintendent George Russell, will bring together businesses, community organizations, parents, and Eugene school leaders to improve middle school literacy.

“It’s in all of our interests to make sure that our students have strong reading skills,” said Pierpoint. “Not only so that they are prepared for rigorous coursework in high school, but so that after they graduate they can go on to college, or qualify for well-paid, skilled jobs in our community businesses. Strong readers make strong employees and strong citizens.”

As students enter middle school, literacy shifts from an emphasis on learning how to read, to one of using reading to learn new information.  When students fail to make this transition, they may be able to read simple text, but they cannot interpret and analyze what they’ve read. They can’t understand and learn from the literature they read in English class, their biology textbooks, or documents they read in history and social studies classes.  As a result, less skilled readers begin to struggle in many subject areas.

“Middle school students need to read more, to read a wide variety of interesting materials, and to apply what they read,” said Russell. “We hope this forum will bring forth new ideas and energize community support to encourage and help middle school students.  A student with strong literacy skills has a broad range of career and life opportunities ahead.”

The Eugene School District is one of only six pilot districts around the state selected by E3: Employers for Education Excellence, a statewide non-profit organization working with employers and schools to boost student achievement. Through E3’s Partnership for Student Success program, each pilot community chooses a local goal related to student achievement. (Other participating school districts are Bend-La Pine, Coos Bay, Forest Grove, Gresham-Barlow and Hermiston). While focusing on local academic challenges, the statewide effort will build support for education improvement and to increase the level of hands-on involvement in young people’s academic success.

“Employers for Education Excellence is committed to helping districts like Eugene get their communities even more involved in boosting student achievement,” says René Léger, E3’s executive director. “We know that when our students succeed, the entire community benefits.”

Partnership for Student Success is supported by a broad coalition of education organizations brought together by E3.  Partners include the Confederation of Oregon School Administrators, Oregon School Boards Association, Oregon Education Association, Oregon Department of Education, and Oregon University System, with funding provided by the Oregon Community Foundation. 

E3 promotes high academic standards and strong community involvement to prepare all Oregon students for success in post-secondary education and employment. For more information about E3’s Partnership for Student Success, please visit E3’s website at: www.E3oregon.org.
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